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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 10-12 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Labeur (US Patent 6,003,926). 

Regarding claim 1, Labeur discloses a storage system for a vehicle, the system 
comprising: a vertical trim panel (3) having a cavity (4); an end panel (1)) having a handle (17) 
for deploying and stowing the storage system from the vertical trim panel; a flexible cargo 
retaining element (2) having a first end secured within the cavity of the vertical trim panel (3) 
and a second end secured to the end panel (1), the cargo retaining element extending from the 
cavity to the end panel to form a receptacle for receiving cargo when the end panel is deployed 
from the vertical trim panel (Fig. 1), and collapsing into the cavity to be hidden from view when 
the end panel is stowed in the vertical trim panel (column 3, lines 23-24). 

Regarding claim 4, Labeur discloses the storage system of claim 1 wherein the cargo 
retaining element (3) is removably secured (column 1, lines 59-60) within the cavity and 
removably secured to the end panel (1) to facilitate removal of the retaining element and any 
cargo from the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 10, Labeur discloses the storage system of claim 1 wherein the vertical 
trim panel (3) is disposed within a trunk of the vehicle. 
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Regarding claim 1 1, Labeur discloses the storage system of claim 1 wherein the end 
panel (1) fits substantially flush with the vertical trim panel (3) when the storage system is 
stowed. 

Regarding claim 12, Labeur discloses an integrated storage system for an interior portion 
of a vehicle, the storage system comprising: a flexible cargo retainer (2) extendable from a 
vertical trim panel (3) of the vehicle to form a receptacle for receiving cargo when in use, the 
cargo retainer (2) being retractable within the vertical trim panel (3) of the vehicle to be 
substantially hidden from view when not in use. 

Regarding claim 16, Labeur discloses the storage system of claim 12 wherein the cargo 
retainer (2) is removably secured to the vertical trim panel to facilitate removal from the vehicle 
(column 1, lines 59-60). 

Regarding claim 17, Labeur discloses the integrated storage system for a vehicle, the 
storage system comprising: an expandable container (2) secured to and extendable from a 
vertical panel (3) of the vehicle to at least one predetermined position to accommodate cargo, the 
container (2) being collapsible to be substantially flush with the vertical panel when not in use. 

Regarding claim 18, Labeur discloses the storage system of claim 17 wherein the 
container (2) includes a semi-rigid end panel (1) having a handle (17) to facilitate expanding and 
collapsing of the container. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S. C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S. C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 2, 3, 5 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

* 

Labeur in view of Eguchi (US 2004/0094984) 

Labeur discloses the storage system of claims 1,4, 10-12 and 16-18. 

* 

Labeur does not disclose that the cargo retaining element comprises a net (claims 2, 19) 

» 

or fabric (claim 3) which extends from elastomeric cords (claim 5). 

Eguchi discloses a storage system for a vehicle wherein the cargo retaining element (1) 
comprises a net (9) or fabric (9) which extends from elastomeric cords (3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to includes a netting or a fabric on the elastomeric cords as taught by Eguchi. 

The motivation would have been to prevent smaller objects from escaping from the 
container area of the elastomeric cords. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Eguchi with Labeur to obtain the 
invention as specified in claims 2, 3, 5 and 19. 
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6. Claims 6, 7 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Labeur in view of Labeur '283 (US Patent 6,007,283). 

Labeur discloses the storage system of claims 1,4, 10-12 and 16-18. 

Labeur does not disclose that the end panel is supported on a vehicle floor panel by a 
plurality of recesses (claims 6, 7 and 20). 

Labeur '283 discloses a storage system for a vehicle wherein the cargo retaining element 
is supported in a plurality of positions on the vehicle floor by a plurality of recesses. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to includes a plurality of recesses in the vehicle floor to allow the end panel to be held in a 
plurality of positions. 

The motivation would have been to allow the cargo storage area to be a plurality of sizes 
without squeezing the objects held therein. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Labeur '283 with Labeur to obtain the 
invention as specified in claims 6, 7 and 20. 

7. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Labeur in 
view of Youngs et al. (US 6,908,269). 

Labeur discloses the storage system of claims 1,4, 10-12 and 16-18. 
Labeur does not disclose that end panel includes rotatable hooks. 

Youngs et al. discloses a storage system for a vehicle wherein the cargo retaining element 
(29) includes a rotatable hook (22) which allows the cargo retaining element to be hooked to the 
opposite trim panel (Fig. 1) or to be used as hook when the cargo retaining element is retracted. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include a rotatable hook member connected to the end panel of Labeur. 

The motivation would have been to allow the storage system to be stretched across the 
entire width of the vehicle storage space or to allow small objects to be held when the end panel 
is flush with the trim panel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Youngs et al. with Labeur to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims 13-15. 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Labeur in view of 
Labeur '283 as applied to claims 6 and 7 above, and further in view of Youngs et al. 

Labeur as modified discloses the storage system of claims 1, 4,6, 7, 10-12 and 16-18. 

Labeur as modified does not disclose that end panel includes rotatable hooks. 

Youngs et al. discloses a storage system for a vehicle wherein the cargo retaining element 
(29) includes a rotatable hook (22) which allows the cargo retaining element to be hooked to the 
opposite trim panel (Fig. 1) or to be used as hook when the cargo retaining element is retracted. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include a rotatable hook member connected to the end panel of Labeur. 

The motivation would have been to allow the storage system to be stretched across the 
entire width of the vehicle storage space or to allow small objects to be held when the end panel 
is flush with the trim panel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Youngs et al. with Labeur to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 8. 

9. Claims 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Labeur. 
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Labeur discloses the storage system of claims 1, 4, 10-12 and 16-18. 

Labeur does not specifically disclose the trim panel is secured to a rear portion of a 
passenger seat. However, Labeur does disclose that the non-integral embodiment are placed on 
a more or less planar internal wall of a motor vehicle. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to mount the non-integral embodiment on the 
rear surface of a passenger seat. The motivation would have been to allow storage behind the 
vehicle seat. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art discloses other vehicle storage systems. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Engle whose telephone number is (571) 272-6660. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, D. Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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